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THE WORSHIPFUL 


CHARLES JENNER, D.D. 


ARCHDEACON of HUNTINGDON, 


* 


And the reſt of the : 


Clergy of the County of Huntingdon, 


THIS DISCOURSE | 
Publiſhed at Their requeſt, 


Is INSCRIBED 


— — — 
—— 


with the moſt” Aﬀectionate Regard, 


* 


By Their obliged 


humble Servant, | 


W.WALTON. 


To the READER. 

HE principal Motive for the Author's preach- 
ing this Diſcourſe was, to ſuppreſs an in- 
vidious Suggeſtion of his having deſerted his proper 
Profeſſion, and of his having embraced Principles 
of Religion more agreeable to the Notions of an 
ancient Phyſician, than of a Chriſtian Divine. 

And as the Author practiſes Phyſick upon the 
Principle of Benevolence only, ſo to make the Pub- 
lication of this Sermon more than one way uſeful ; 
He, being himſelf at the Expence of the Impreſſion, 
has appropriated the Benefit arifing from the Sale, 
zo the charitable Uſe of putting out a oe Relation 
as an Apprentice. £& CR 
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VISITATION SERMON: 


 HEBREWS X. 23, 24. 


Let us bold 2 the Profe 7 Jon of our Faith within? 
' wavering; (for He is faithful that promiſed) 
and let us conſider one another to provoke unto 
Love and to * Works. 


HE main end and defign of the Apoſtle 

in this Letter to the Hebrews, is, to ſhew 

the preference due to the Chriſtian ſcheme, above 
any former Inſtitution: proving here, and in other 
parts of his Writings, by an analogical manner of 
reaſoning; that the OEconomy of the Reſtauration 
planned by the divine Council, and executed by 
Jeſus Chriſt, was not only a work of wiſdom, 
beauty, goodneſs, and worthy of a God; but the 
To over, the only poſſible means, if we take in all 
the Circumſtances, that could ever produce ſo 
noble, ſo beneficent, ſo ſtupendous an Effect. 
AND 


r 2 


** 
23 CT RIEITY 
. 


(6) 
AND this the Apoſtle does in ſuch a way, as 
not to diſparage every other method, by which 
God has been pleaſed to reveal his Will to for- 
mer ages; But from the ſuperior excellencies 
of This, argues that other communications of the 


| Deity were only, as neceſſary preparations, to the 


right underſtanding of what God was about to 


reveal by the Preaching of his Son. 


Now that the truth of the Son's being com- 
miſſioned by the Father, to give Mankind a 
clearer maniteſtation of his Will, might be more 
generally acknowledged ; God gave irequent in- 
timations of this His deſign, long before it was 
executed, in the ſeveral Revelations mage to his 
ſervants the Prophets, 

Axp the Apoſtle accordingly obſerves,” that 
cata to this His promiſe, God in the fitneſs 


of time, delivered his compleat Syſtem of Faith 


and Manners, by the hands of the moſt excellent 
Perſon that ever appeared on Earth : by One, 
whoſe Knowledge and Power was ſuitable to the 


dignity of the office He had in charge ; by One, 
whoſe private and publick Character was mot 


likely to convince unprejudiced minds of the 
truth of his Doctrines; by One, who juſtified and 


made 


$4548 


(7) 
made good his pretenſions to Divinity, by doing 
the works that never Man did. 
TE relation this grand Perſonage bears to 
God, as well as the quality of his office, are 
intimated by various names and titles; the moſt 


general amongſt which is, that of The Chriſt. 


_ Hence it was, that at Athens, the Diſciples of 
Chriſt were at firſt called Chriftians; and that the 
Revelation made by the Son of God has ſince 
been expreſſed by this ſingle Term Chriſtianity : 


which, I hope to ſhew, is worthy of our ſincere 


Ne, as it contains doctrines inimitably 


calculated for the happineſs of all its Votaries, 


throughout every period of their Exiſtence. 


Ix order to which I take it for granted, that 


from the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, I ſhall be 
allowed the four following Propoſitions. 


Firs; That the Old and New aden 
are, in general, the genuine Writings of thoſe 
Perſons, to whom they are uſually aſcribed. 


SECONDLY; That the fundamental Doctrines 
therein contained, are, to love God with all 


our Hearts, and Minds, and Souls, and Strength; 


and our Neighbours as our ſelves. 
THrIkpLy; 


(8) 

TrirDLy; That they afſure us of a Future 
State, in which all our good Actions will meet with 
a ſuitable Reward, and our evil Deeds with their 
proper Puniſhments. 


Ax laſtly; That Chriſtianity will be preached 


to, believed in, and obeyed by all Nations; and 
at length become the univerſal Religion. 


As theſe are the great Fundamentals which the 
Jewiſh Religion does virtually, and the Chriſtian 
Revelation more explicitly maintain; let us 
examine them ſeverally, and ſee what tendency 
they have to promote publick and private 
Happineſs. 


FixsT then; It being allowed, that the Old 
and New Teſtament are, in general, the genuine 
Writings of thoſe Perſons to whom they are 
uſually aſcribed; it cannot but be obſerved by 
every conſiderate and impartial Reader; that the 
Perſons whoſe Actions and B make up 


the Bulk of the ſacred Writings, were, in general, 


better and happier Men, than thoſe we find men- 
tioned in other Hiſtories. 


Thy were, in general, Men who made it the 


| Sudy and Buſineſs of their Lives, to keep them- 


ſelves, 


FO” 

ſelves, and all thoſe over whom they had any In- 
fluence, free from Idolatry and Vice of all kinds; 
who commended, practiced, and inculcated every 
Virtue; who regulated ſacred and civil affairs, with 
a View to the publick Welfare merely; who went 
through the greateſt Difficulties and Dangers, and 
ſometimes ſacrificed their own Lives, for the ſake 
of making others wiſe, virtuous, and happy. 

AND at the ſame time, we ſee theſe Men pol- 
ſeſſed of much higher degrees of Serenity and 
Peace of mind; big with nobler Hopes and Ex- 
pectations ; leſs terrified with Pain, Diſgrace or 
Evil, than any other Men whatever. 

AND all this, from their abſolutely confiding in 
the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Veracity of the Au- 
thor of Nature, and Revelation, looking up to 
Him with the moſt 1mplicit Reſignation, and 
exalted Gratitude. 

Now the frequent Peruſal of the ſacred Vo- 
lumes, and a Belief that they are not ſpurious, but 
unſophiſticated, and genuine, cannot fail of tranſ- 
fuſing into us, ſomething of the ſame publick 
Spirit, Courage and Integrity; and of inſpiring 
Us with ſome degree of that Confidence and 

B 5 Truſt 


* ante} pe D * 4 rr 2 n 2 — IE" = * 2 * — 

— 9 N ee eee ö _ — 5 

I WTR 2 RG” e W St * 1 BOW 

MT ny * — „ gas 0 _ . — — — > ena 
5 322 —ͤ]]— — : 


Sor 
hrs ts 3 


e 


Se .* 
2 
* 


( 10 ) 
Truſt in an all-perte&, all- powerful and over- 
ruling Providence. 


In reading the Greet tad Roman Authors 
every honeſt Heart glows with a generous ardour, 
at the Behaviour of a Socrates, a A enophon, a 
Scipio, or a Regulus, 

Bur to do this, and overlook the ſuperior 
Wiſdom, Courage, and Benevolence of Moſes, 
Samuel, Paul, and Jeſus, is of all Inconſiſtencies 


the greateſt; or rather impoſſible to be done, were 


we ſufficiently acquainted, and duly converſant 
with their Characters. 


LzT us therefore ſuppoſe every Chriſtian to 


make theſe and the like Characters his peculiar 
Study; it will then eaſily be admitted, that He 
will neceſſarily admire and imitate them; and 


thus by becoming happy himſelf, He will be a 


Promoter of Happineſs in others, in proportion to 


the Juſtneſs of his own Imitation. 


We may obſerve further; that the ſeveral Im- 
perfections great or ſmall, which are to be ſeen | 


in the Scripture Characters, are, for the moſt part, 


placed in ſuch a Light, as to have the fame good 


effect upon us, as their Virtues, 


Ir 
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(11 ) 

IT is moreover of uſe, to record the excentrical 
Defections, and Enormities of illuſtrious Charac- 
ters, in order to give us one kind of Proof of the 
Truth of the Hiſtory ; as well as to ſupport and 
encourage us, in our firſt and imperfect En- 
deavours after univerſal Purity and Virtue. 

Ir might be ſhewn by many other Arguments, 
that the Belief of the Truth of the Scriptures, and 
the conſequent ſtudy of them, would be pro- 
ductive of the greateſt and beſt Effects; But as 
theſe do very much coincide with what follows, 
I paſs on to conſider what degree of Happineſs 
we may avail our ſelves of, from the Scripture's 
teaching us; that the fundamental Precepts of 
Chriſtianity are, to love God with all our Hearts; 
and Minds, and Souls, and Strength; and our 
— as our ſelves. TY 


 Waricn was my ſecond Propoſition. 


By loving God, the Scriptures mean, meditating 
upon, praiſing of, and praying to the Author of 
Nature, with all poſſible Humility, Veneration 
and Gratitude ; a ſteady Adherence to that Courſe 
of Action, which we apprehend to be molt agree- 
able to his Will; an intire Submiſſion and Ac- 
N B 2 quieſcence 
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1 
quieſcence in whatſoever ſhall befal us; a firm 
Aſſurance, that He will in due time extricate us 
out of all our Difficulties and Diſtreſſes; and above 
all, a perpetual uniform Serenity, Chearfulneſs, 
and Joy, ariſing from a well grounded Expecta- 
tion, that God will one day, make us happier than 
we can deſire, or conceive. 

Tuls is the conſtant and uniform Tenor of the 
Scriptures, with regard to the Love of God, ex- 
preſſed in the various ways of Hiſtory, Precept, 
Promiſe and expreſs Declaration. 

Now I ſuppoſe no one will deny, that the in- 
_ culcating theſe Truths implied in the Duty of the 
Love of God, is in effect, conferring upon us the 
Sum total of all we can wiſh, or deſire. 

Ir may perhaps be faid ; That they are not 
peculiar to Chriſtianity, but are the univerſal 
voice of Nature. 

How! Did Nature unenlightened by Revelation, 
ever rife higher, than to the uncertain Hopes of a 
Pardon ? Who amongſt the Heathen Writers, has 
given us an indubitable Aſſurance of eternal Life 

and Happineſs ? . 

GRANTING, that Nature taught a few eminent 

Pagans, how to expreſs their Love of God in ſome 


of 


(13) 
of the aforementioned Inſtances; and to wiſh for 
what we Chriſtians, under certain conditions, 
claim from Revelation; yet there have been many 


Moraliſts, who have doubted of them, at leaſt not 
had that full aſſurance of them, which i is my 
where to be met with in the Scriptures. 

Sour have have even ventured to deny them. 

So that I believe there is no one, who would 
not be glad to have ſuch important Points well 
eſtabliſhed ; and who would not think himſelf 
very happy, in every independent Argument to 
_ ſupport them. GT 

TRR Belief-of Chriſtianity therefore, i is of ſome 
uſe to the moſt exalted Philoſopher ; but it is of 
infinite Value to vulgar and ſceptical Minds. 

THz ' one, the generality of Mankind, with- 
out the Aid of Revelation, have neither Views ſo 
extenſive, nor are they able to make Deductions 
ſo accurate from the works of Nature, as are ſuf- 
ficient to convince them, of the unlimited Benevo- 
lence of the univerſal Cauſe, and to beget that Con- 
fidence in the Deity which inhances every Joy, and 
deprives every Grief of it's Sting and Bitterneſs. 

And the Sceptic is unhappily placed in ſo diſ- 
a hip a Point of View, that the Evil which 

comes 


{ 14) 

comes within his Comprehenſion,” appears equal, 
or perhaps ſuperior to the Good. And nothing 
can rectify his erroneous perceptive Powers, and 
fix his fluctuating Mind, but the change of his 
falſe Perſpective, for the true one which the 
Goſpel affords. 

Bor neither is the Love of God leſs conducive 
to publick, than it is to private Happineſs. 

I obſerved before, that the frequent Reflection 

upon the great Characters of Maſes and the Pro- 
phets, of Chrift and his Apoſtles, muſt lead us on 
inſenſibly, to an Imitation of their Virtues; and 
the ſame good Effect will follow in a much 
| higher degree, from our frequent Meditation ns 
God the Father. 


Tis by this method we ſhall learn to be mer- 
ciful, even as He is merciful. FA 

Moxtoves ; As the Love of God implies obe- 
dience to his Will, and as the Will of an infinitely 
benevolent Being can be nothing lefs than rational 
unlimited Benevolence; He who thinks much u pon 
God, and would perſuade himſelf that he loves 


and obeys Him, cannot but examine, whether he 
loves his Neighbour. 


(15) 
I might alſo add; That an implicit Truſt in 
God, would prevent that Anxiety, Chagrin and 
Diſſatisfaction, which ſo much unqualifies Men 
for the diſcharge of ſocial Duties; and has 
made ſome even withdraw themſelves from Life, 
in oppoſition to the Calls of Nature and Self- 
preſervation. 
AND in this Article, the Philoſophers be to 
have ſtood more in need of proper Inſtructions, 
than the Vulgar; to have been more in Want of 
Actual Grace, that grand Exponent, that divine 
Characteriſtic of Chriſtianity, which neither the 
Religion of Nature, nor any other Syſtem of Re- 
ligion, ever promiſed or pretended to diſpenſe. 
Bur I paſs on to the Conſideration of the Love 
of our Neighbour, which is alſo a direct and fun- 
damental Precept of Chriſtianity, as well as a con- 
ſequential one, deducible from the Love of God. 
Taz general ſocial Precept of the Scriptures, 
and that under which all others are faid to be com- 
prehended, is; To love our Weighbour as ourſelves. 
And when it deſcends to particulars, inculcates 
all the Actions of Affability, and Courteſy, of 
natural Affection and true Friendſhip, of Grati- 
tude, Generoſity, Tangernolh Compaſſion, and 


Forgiveneſs, 


(216) 
Forgiveneſs, in all the various Phraſes that Lan- 
guage is capable of. 

Axp were we to expreſs the Doctrine of he 
Scriptures upon this Head, in the Terms of our 
late Writers in Morality ; It would be, to diveſt 
our ſelves of all ſelf-·Intereſt, and partial Affection 
whatſoever ; to extend a rational unlimited Bene- 
volence to all ſenſible Beings ; and to make it the 
great Study and Buſineſs of our Lives, to produce 
the greateſt poſſible Quantity of Happineſs. 

Tux publick Good then we ſee, cannot be bet- 
ter conſulted, than it is by this Precept of Chriſti- 
anity. | 


BuT neither 1s this Precept leſs conducive to 
private, than to publick Good. 

Tax Organs of Senſe, and the primary ſenſible 
Perceptions are, in general, born with us, and are 
not alterable afterwards by any Power we have 
over ourſelves. No one can, by any Thought of 
his Mind, make Sugar bitter, or Aloes ſweet. But 
it is not ſo with our intellectual Perceptions: All 
our Ideas ſeem to be ultimately deducible from 
the external Senſes ; to be excited in their initial 
Procedure, by Matter and it's Qualities ; but im- 
proved. afterwards by Analogy and it's Appenda- 


ges; 


„ 


ges; and to afford Pleaſure or Pain, according as 


they have been aſſociated immediately or mediate- 


ly, with ſenſible Pleaſure or ſenſible Pain. 


Now from hence it ſhould ſeem to follow, that 
all our intellectual Pleaſures are ſubject to the 


Power of our Wills; to be alter'd and n d 
by them as we pleaſe. 


Bor however the Theory be, the Fact is certain. 
ExRY Man has it in his Power, to moderate 
his Deſires after Riches, Honours, Power, and all 


other Gratifications which center in himſelf alone; 
and he may make Benevolence every day more and 


more the Study and Pleaſure of his Life. Abſti- 
nence will check the One, Habit will nouriſh the 


Other, and many mental Conſiderations will do 
both; as daily Experience ſufficiently evinces. 

Tux only Thing therefore to be enquired into 
is; what peculiar Advantages that Man would 


gain, who had ſo model'd his Mind, as to take 


the ſame Pleaſure in ſeeing Others happy, and in 
making them ſo, as he bad formerly done in the 
obtaining Riches, Honours and Power for himſelf. 

Now the Advantages ſuch a one would have, 
are very obvious; inaſmuch as his Pleaſures coin- 
cide with that infinite Benevolence, which has 

| C — pro- 


n oy REF 0 
l „ „ 
ERS 7 
— — - 
5 
- 


r 
— — * aw” os SS 4 „ „4 4 X N 
* 8 N ä hs ” 2 4 * 7 
a . —ä — — - — — —ñ—jgk— — ß 2 — — - 


(18) 

produced ſuch various Orders of Creatures, with 
no other: View, than that of making them happy; 
to whom the Eyes of all look up, and whoſe tender 

li mercies are over all his Works. 

| | Tk benevolent Man therefore, can never be 
| | diſappointed really and ultimately. For whatever 
1 Diſorders and Evils natural or moral, may for the 
I | preſent take place, the Works of an infinitely 
= benevolent Being muſt, upon the whole, be infi- 

| nitely good; and there will always be infinite 
Food, both to nouriſh and ratify the moſt un- 
q' bounded Appetite for univerſal Happineſs. 

lj - Travs we ſee, that our Purſuit after the Sinn- 
1 mum Bonum, or greateſt private Happineſs, is to 
be directed by the Love of our Neighbour. 

Tazzs are many other Arguments, by which 

it may be made to appear, that the Pleaſures of 
Benevolence afford the greateſt and moſt laſting 
Enjoyments. It is however ſufficient to my pre- 
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1 ſent Purpoſe to obſerve; That the ſame Evidence 
1 which proves the Attributes of God, and the con- 
'F ſequent Happineſs of his Creatures, proves alſo, 
[ h that he who loves his Neighbour as himſelf, does 
ji not promote his Neighbour s Good, more than 
| j his own, | _= 
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( 19) 
Arp though the boaſted Religion of Nature 
does undoubtedly teach all attentive and fagaci- 
ous Enquirers the ſame thing ; yet fince the an- 
cient Philoſophers of Greece and Nome, have 
fallen very far ſhort of the ſublime Notions of che 
Scriptures upon theſe Heads; ſince alſo expreſs 
verbal Precepts are beſt ſuited to the Capacities 
of the Bulk of Mankind, even at this time ; every 
Man who has made any Progreſs in the Study of 
. publick and private Happineſs, cannot but ſee, = 
that it would be of great uſe to the World, to have N 
the Love of God and our Neighbour enforced bß | 
the Authority of a well- atteſted Revelation. - | 
WuᷓEE we all real Philoſophers, rational Self- | 
love would teach us theſe important Duties; but 
ſince the moſt perfect of Mankind labour under 
many Prejudices and Paſſions, it favours much of 
Affectation and Self- ſufficiency, to depend intirely 
upon Human Reaſon and Conduct, and to dil- 
claim all kind of Aſſiſtance from Revelation. 
I x muſt be confeſſed indeed; that though 
natural and affecting Deſcriptions of Virtue, with 
popular Precepts, have ſome good Influence upon 
all Men, yet Motives are neceſſary to ſecure us in 
may caſes. 5 os 
— C 2 —1 


(29) 

I proceed therefore to the Conſideration of the 
Future State of Rewards and Puniſhments ; which 
was my Third Propoſition. ER 
He who loves and practiſes Virtue upon ac- 
count of its own intrinſic Beauty and Excellence 
alone, is certainly of an higher Claſs in the School 
of Morality, than he who does it for the ſake of a 
poſitive Reward. Such a Diſpoſition always raiſes 
in the inferior Claſſes, a great Eſteem and Aﬀec- 
tion for it; and is itſelf moved by an uniform and 
ſteady Principle of Action: whereas, He who cul- 
tivates Benevolence only from certain apparent Ad- 
vantages, which he expects from it; or avoids acts 
of Envy, Malice and Reſentment, merely from the 
ill conſequences which evidently attend them in 
moſt caſes, will be very apt to relapſe into his for- 
mer Indifferences, and Violations of the Happineſs 
of others, when thoſe Motives are removed. 

Bor ſtill the 2% of Men have, and may be al- 
lowed to have a Regard to poſitive Rewards and 
Puniſhments; and if we were once truly con- 
vinced, and could carry along with us, a lively 
Senſe of the Conviction, that Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments adequately great, are by an irreverſible Law 
of Nature, annexed to Virtue and Vice reſpec- 


tively , 


( 21 ) 
tively ; this would be a powerful Biaſs, to keep us 
uniform and ſteady in our proper courſe of Action. 

IN like manner, the very worſt of Men are not 
quite blind to all the engaging charms of moral 
Fitneſs; nor utterly inſenſible of the Odiouſneſs 
and Deformity of Self-Intereſt and Malevolence. 

Taz two moſt oppoſite Characters, that the 
whole Species can furniſh us with, are, in reality, 
more nearly allied, than at firſt ſight they ſeem 
to be; and differ not in Kind but Degree. 80 
that could we find Motives ſtrong enough to 
bind down the moſt inhuman and relentleſs 
Wretches to the habitual Practice of Acts of 
Juſtice, Compaſſion and Generoſity, it would be 
impoſſible for their Natures to perſiſt long againſt 


the ſuperior Force of a never ceaſing Attraction: 


Virtue would firſt become eaſy, and then amiable, 
and that to any degree we pleaſe to ſuppoſe. 
Fon the Truth of this Repreſentation, I need 
only to appeal to juſt and impartial Obſervation. 
LET us therefore ſee how the Scripture-dodtrine 
of a Future State, is adapted to Nature thus con- 
ſtituted. . 
TE Rewards and Puniſhments of a Future 
State, are deſcribed in the New Teſtament by a 
vaſt 
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( 22) 
vaſt variety of Metaphors, taken from the ſeveral 


ſenſible and intellectual Pleaſures and Pains Men 
are capable of; that ſo, by transferring theſe 
Pleaſures and Pains upon a Future State, the 


Expectations of the Good, and the Apprehenſions 
of the Bad, may become equal to the whole of 


what they both can hope for, or fear. 


Tur New Teſtament alſo teaches us, that the 
ſeveral Bleſſings and Miſeries, which the Jewiſh 
Nation had actually experienced, before the com- 


ing of Chriſt; with all the Promiſes and Threat- 


nings contained in the ſacred Writings; were in- 


tended principally as Types and Predictions of a 


Future State of Rewards and Puniſhments. . 

Txvs are the Old and New Teſtament made 
to conſpire, in imprinting the moſt lovely Ideas 
of Futurity upon our Minds! 

AnD it ſeems probable, that the conſtant and 
ſerious Peruſal of the ſacred Volumes, would 
awaken ſuch Hopes and Fears in every one that 
believes the Truth of them, as firſt to reſtrain him 


from all groſs Irregularities, and then enable him 


to make the Love of God and Man, the Buſineſs 
and Care of his Life: ſo that his Virtue would at 
laſt, become quite natural and diſintereſted ; and 


his 


( 23) 

his own private Happineſs would ariſe merely 
from a conſtant and vigorous Purſuit of the pub- 
lick Good. 


Wulst I am ſhewing under this momentous, 


though- conceded, Propoſition, the private and 


publick Advantages thence ariſing, I beg leave to 
be indulged in obſerving ; That as the Intimations 
and Deſcriptions of a Future State exhibited in 


the Scriptures, are excellently adapted to our Exi- 


gencies in this incipient State of our Virtues, ſo 
the Aſſurances of ity are of a Nature peculiarly 
_ convincing, | 


Life. And if it be ſufficiently clear, is what no 


one ever did, or ever can ſeriouſly call in queſtion. 
ME TAPHYSICAL Subtilties are not able to inva- 
lidate the Truth of the main Facts in the Greek 


and Roman Hiſtories. Now the Scriptures have 
ſet forth a Future State, in ſuch a manner, that 
we have an unqueſtionable hiſtorical Evidence 
for it. For in a way, peculiar to themſelves as a 
Hiſtory, they give us an undeniable Teſtimony) 
that the Land of Canaan, the Return from Baby- 
lon, with many other Bleſſings were promiſed; as 

alſo, 


HrsToxIcar, Evidence is the Ground upon 
which we act in the moſt important Affairs of 
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(24) 
alſo, that ſuch Miſeries, Deſolations and Captivi- 
ties, as never befel any other People, were threaten- 


ed to the Jewiſh Nation, under Circumſtances in 


which it was utterly impoſſible for human Art to 


| foreſee them; and from the Events being after- 


wards hiſtorically related, have taught us clearly, 
that inviſible Providence watches over the Good, 


and purſues the Wicked; and transfers the Evi- 


dence from the Type, to the Thing typified. 

In thoſe ſacred Books likewiſe, the ſame Method 
of predicting the Reſurrection of Chriſt, and re- 
lating it afterwards, as a Matter of Fact, has a 
material Tendency, to ſatisfy us of the certainty 


of our Own; over-rules all our Doubts and Fears; 


and teaches us to confide in the Teſtimony of 
Him, to whom God has given zhe Keys of Death 
and Hades, and from whom we are aſſured, that 


in his Father's Houſe are many Manſions. 


THERE is indeed a Gloomineſs and Diſtruſt, 
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that is very apt to attend every Reflection we 


make upon Death, when Matural Religion is our 

only Guide. 

Tue moſt ſerious and thinking part of Man- 

kind, when under a Courſe of philoſophical En- 

quiries about a Future State, cannot forbear asking 
themſelves, 


( 25 ) 
themſelves, at the end of all their Reaſonings ; 
whether perhaps their whole Exiſtence, is not ſtill 
confined to the narrow compaſs of human Life? 

Axp the more glorious the Proſpect is, which 
Mature draws of a happy Immortality, the more 
apt are we in ſome ſituations of the mind, to call 
it in queſtion. For as Mature gives us no Foot- 
ſteps back again, from the Grave to Life, Our 
Imagination ſtaggers, and our Faith ſtands in 
need of a ſenſible, as well as a rational Support. 

Now Revelation alone affords us ample Proof 
of a Return from Death to Life, ** * to 
the Senſes. 

Is Chriſt be riſen, we can no longer doubt of 
our own Reſurrection's being accompliſhed in due 
time. 

Now that Chriſt i is riſen, v we preſume to be an 
inconteſtible matter of Fact; and that it is ſo, a 
very ſhort Enquiry will convince every Man; 
the Circumſtances of it being ſuch, as admit of 
a Demonſtration, upon the ſuictelt geometrical 
Pg. 

BEFORE I leave this Head of my Diſcourſe, I 
cannot help obſerving ; that as the ſacred Writings 


have inſtructed us better in the Duties of the Love 
D of 


626) 

of God and Man, than the Writings of the Hea- 
then Philoſophers; ſo have they exceeded them 
fill more, in the Doctrine of a Future State. 

Tals Doctrine ſeems to be handed down to all 
Nations by the Patriarchs and firſt Heads of Fa- 
milies after the Flood; and ſo to have degenerated 
by degrees; and at laſt, to have become quite 
fabulous, and uncertain; ſuch as we find it among 
the Greek and Roman Authors. 

Bur the Jews being honoured with a conſtant, 
familiar and perſonal Intercourſe with celeſtial 
Beings; and having well atteſted Inſtances of 
ſome, who had been tranſlated from Earth to 
Heaven ; and of others, who had been recalled 
from certain Death to real Life; were enabled to 
be, as they certainly have been, the principal 
Conſervators of this . and _— 
Doctrine. 

Ar the ane time, it ch be — that 
a conſiderable Sect of Free-Thinkers, or rather 
Half-Thinkers, among them, Fallowers of Sadocl, 
who by miſtaking the refined Notions of Anigo- 
nus Socheus, concerning Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, denyed the Reſurrection ; but to ſupport 
their Opinion, were forced to reject all the ſacred 


Books, 


(27) 


Books, except the Pentateuch. From one of 


_ which very Volumes, to their great Mortification 
and Confuſion, our Saviour draws a moſt cogent 
Argument, for the Proof of a Future Exiſtence. 
AND the Reaſon why Moſes was not more ex- 
plicit in this Doctrine, might be; That as the 
Future State was no part of God's temporal Cove- 
nant with the Jews, it was rather in general pre- 
ſumed, or indirectly mentioned, than declared 
expreſly, till ſuch time, as God thought fit to 
explain the typical. Nature of his Covenant. 


Bor however this be, all muſt confeſs ; That 


the Old Teſtament is the moſt ancient, if not the 
ſole Repoſitory of the Doctrine of a Future State. 
Axp this Doctrine, with its concomitant 
Rewards and Puniſhments, as delivered in the 
univerſal Syſtem, contained in the Old and New 
Teſtament taken together, is not only undeniably 
clear, and irreſiſtibly convincing; but appears, 
from what has been ſaid, to be moſt excellently 
calculated for private een, and publick 
n 85 


Ir is therefore to be wed, That Chriſti- 


anity, according to my Fourth Propoſition, will 
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i at laſt be preached to, believed in, and obeyed by 
Il all Nations; and at length become the univerſal 
I Religion. | 51 
I Lzr us then examine what good Effects we 
may expect from the Belief of this Propoſition. 
Ws obſerved before, that the illuſtrious Heroes 
of the Scriptures were, in general, far happier than 
other men; and this is eminently true of the 
Apoſtles, and firſt Propagators of Chriſtianity. 
The glorious Expectations which they had a firm 
aſſurance of, for Themſelves, their Friends, and 
all Mankind, were ſufficient to eclipſe all the 
trivial Concerns of this Life, and to ſupport them 
under every Pain, Diſgrace, and Evil. 

Now the ſame happy Conſequences would 
attend upon Us, were We to apply our ſelves with 
the ſame Zeal and Courage to the Propagation of 
the EVERLASTING GOSPEL. 

Tax Proſpect of delivering all Mankind from 
the idolatrous worſhip of Pleaſure, Honour, and 
Profit, and from the ſlavery of impetuous and 
perverted Paſſions ; of elevating them to the glo- 
rious Liberties of the Children of God, and of 
making them happy in the Love of God, and of 

each other; would fill the Mind of every benevo- 


lent 
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lent Man, with the ſincereſt Joy and Tranſport. 
How low, and ſordid are the Purſuits of the 
Epicure, the Ambitious, or the Covetous!. how 
excellent both in Dignity, and Extent, are thoſe 
of the Benevolent} ” 
Now there is nothing, that can ſo much ani- 
mate us, with a true Chriſtian Zeal for the Pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel, as a firm Belief, that it 
contains no impracticable . romantic Projects; 
but is really pregnant with the moſt intereſting 
Events, which will one day moſt aſſuredly come 
to pals. 
A Man who is of this 1 0 will be am- 
bitious to have ſome ſmall ſhare in effecting fo 
great, and fo defirable a Revolution; rather than 
ſuffer it to overtake him inactive, and indifferent, 
or perhaps immerſed, in the Cares and. Pleaſures 
of this World; Things, that will then throw him 
into the utmoſt Confuſion and Aſtoniſhment. 
' Sucn a one, aſſiduous and intent upon his 
Father's Buſi neſs, in any proper Senſe of the 
Words, will examine his own Reaſons for the 
Belief of Chriſtianity, and make himſelf as per- 
fe& in the Evidence of it as he can; that he may, 
with the greater Force and Influence, communi- 
cate 


(30) 

cate he Ground of his own Faith to others; to 
the end, that they together with him, may draw 
their Felicity out of one common Fund. 
Fon whatever is true, may certainly be made ta 
appear ſo; and that to all rational Minds whatever, 
when rightly propoſed ; and ſuch as are irrational, 

will be of no Advantage, or Credit to Infidelity. 
I have hitherto conſidered this Belief of the 
future Univerſality of the Chriſtian Religion, 
chiefly as the Source of private Comfort and 
SatisfaRtion to every good Man; but fince ſuch 
an univerſal Belief, would ſoon be followed by 
the Thing itſelf, we may be allowed to take a 
tranſient View of the Thing itſelf, and repreſent | 

it to our 4 in the beft conjectural manner 
we can. 
I mean the State of Mankind, under a perfect 
Obedience to the Precepts of the Goſpel; which 
State is ſuppoſed to be meant by the Kingdom of 
Rig hteouſneſs, the new Heaven, the new Earth, 
and many ſuch like Expreſſions to be found i in 
the Scriptures. 
How delightful then would that State be, 


where Pain and Shame, the conſequences of In- 
Ns and Vanity would ceafe! Where the 


Happineſs 


(31 0 
Happineſs that every one enjoyed, would be com- 
municated to every other! where the Works of an 
infinitely powerful, knowing, and benevolent 
Being, would ever unfold themſelves to our View, 
filling us with Wonder, and ſolid Pleaſurel where 
we ſhould be loſt in Love and Gratitude to God; 
for all the Bleſſings paſt, preſent, and future, con- 
ferred upon ourſelves, and others! and laſtl y, where 
according to the Scripture- manner of Expreſſion, 
we ſhould firſt be Members one of another, and 
then God be all in alll © 
Tux Concluſion I would ch fees the Abele 
of what has been offered is; That fince Chriſti- 
anity, if it was univerſally received, would con- 
duce fo much to the Happineſs of all Mankind, it 
ought to be examined wh all due. Care. and 
A 
Tals is a Duty which v we owe eto that afoitely ; 
good Being, who has placed us here, to make 
ourſelves and others happy; and that too, Whether 
Chriſtianity be true or falſe. 
Is it be true; the Neglect of fo ne a 
T ruth, cannot but be highly criminal; if it be 
falſe, then is there ſomething elſe true, which is 
ſtill more excellent than Chriſtianity. For it is 
not 
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not to be imagined, that we can form to ourſelves 


an Idea of a Syſtem, better than the true one. 


Uron the ſtrength of this laſt Suppoſition, ſome 


may venture to attack the Chriſtian Religion with 
their weightieſt argumentative Artillery, in the 
Form of an infinite Series, approximating as as they 
fondly imagine, to a demonſtrative Conviction of 
its F alſity; ; pretending to prepare the way, for that 


pure and perfect Philoſophy, which ſbews us more 


plainly of the Father, and deſcribes the infinite all- 


perfect Being as He is in Himſelf. 

Bur alas! When the divine Nature is the Sub- 
ject, it is eaſier to revere, than to define. 
Bzs1Des, Mankind are really more intereſted in 


a plain hiſtorical, than in an abſtruſe metaphyſical 
Account of the Divinity. 


80 that all the aforementioned Attempts muſt 


be found idle, deluſive and uſeleſs; and alſo re- 
main Proofs only of their Author 8 Inſufficiency 


for deſtroying a Syſtem, almoſt as ancient as the 
Creation, and for erecting a new one, in its ſtead, 
which ſhall have a higher claim to Truth, or can 


direct a ſurer Aim at introducing UNIVERSAL 
Harrixss. 


Hr RE. 


{ 83 } 
Hee then, let me beg leave to ask the ſpurious 
Free-Thinker, the looſe Latitudinarian, and the 
arrogant Arch-Infidel, what Good their annihil- 
ating Principles have ever done to their Fellow- 
creatures? The extenſive Miſchief they have been 
the cauſe of, indicates them to be Peſts in every 
Society : and the moſt charitable Opinion we can 
entertain of them is, that they really labour under 
ſome obſtinate chronical Diſorder, which renders 
them more proper Subjects for Medicine, than 
for Argument. 

LET me therefore exhort you all; That till you 
meet with a full and rational Conviction of the 
Falfity of the Chriſtian Religion in every part; 
till you are aſſured of ſomething in its place which 
is better ſuited to the Underſtandings of all Men; 
affords greater Satisfaction and Comfort in Diſtreſs, 
or poſitive Happineſs in the Profeſſion and Prac- 
tice of it; in ſhort, till ſome Scheme be offered, 
more worthy of God, and more ſuitably adapted 
to human Nature; let me beſeech you, as true 
Brethren, to hold faft the Form of ſound Words, 


committed to your Charge, in the Revelation made 
E L by 
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